Dear Church Family,

May 28, 2020

Thank you for your patience and your prayers during this season of being separated as a
result of the Covid-19 crisis. We have safely distanced and worshipped together through
technology for nearly 3 months. It has been quite an adventure to navigate these uncharted
waters, but thanks to God’s help, we have persevered. Our church family has remained unified,
focused, and strong. I have never been more grateful for the privilege of serving as your pastor!
During the past 12 weeks, we have experienced a lot of “firsts” in our ministry. We
celebrated Good Friday and the Lord’s Supper in our homes. We also worshipped together on
Easter Sunday, honored Moms on Mother’s Day, and recognized our Graduates of the Class of
2020 all through livestream. We had a “Sunday Drive” event with more than 1600 people
participating, we called a new staff member, and we have held numerous prayer meetings,
conferences, and Bible studies remotely.
I have been so thankful for our talented and creative staff during these unusual days. Our
Next Gen team hand delivered gifts to every High School Graduate, our Kids Ministry team
developed and distributed activity packets for the Summer, meals were served to our Senior
Adults, we held funeral services and weddings for families, and we continued to pray, teach, and
lead our multi-faceted ministries in new ways.
Our church family has been faithful in participating at every level. We have maintained
strong financial support of the church budget. As a result, we have been able to share with our
missionaries and mission partners and assist church families going through struggles. Our
facilities team has worked tirelessly painting high-use areas of the building, cleaning, sanitizing,
and replacing carpets, and getting our facility ready for reopening.
After much prayer, consulting with church leaders, and receiving feedback from the
recent church survey, we have determined that it is time for us to begin a process of regathering
as a church. Our plans are to begin with one worship service at 10:00 AM beginning on June 7th.
This will be a “Family Worship” format with no nursery provided. From the survey, we are
anticipating a smaller number in attendance for the first few weeks. It is estimated that we will be
using only 30% of our seating capacity. This will give adequate room for spacing between
families in the worship center. We will also provide smaller gathering areas on Sunday mornings
in our Gym and large classrooms for those who may prefer that setting.
We will also begin our “Summer Sunday Nights” with Dr. Mike Day in the Gym that
evening (June 7th) at 6:00 PM. There may be some small Bible Studies that begin to meet on
Wednesday evenings as well. We have a plan to gradually add other ministry areas (Connection
Classes, Student & Kids Worship, Nursery & Preschool) over the next few weeks. It is our hope
that we will be back to our full schedule of ministry opportunities by August 9th – all dependent
upon the situation around the virus.

Of course, we are committed to keeping our church family safe and healthy. We are
encouraging our older members and those who are “at risk” with other health concerns to
continue worshipping with us online. We will practice distancing in the worship center asking
members to allow two seats to separate family groups and seating in every other row. We will
eventually move to our regular 2 service schedule as needed for spacing in the worship center.
Face masks are welcome and encouraged, but not required. We will ask our church family to
respectfully avoid close contact (hugging and handshakes) in worship. There will be no choir for
now and we will not be passing offering plates or having our normal greeting at the doors. As
always, members should not attend who are sick or have any virus related symptoms.
Not everyone will choose to attend right away and we completely understand. We will
continue to have a strong online presence and monitor attendance there also. Thank you for your
prayers as we begin this process to regather. I look forward to seeing real people in the “big
room” on Sunday, June 7th, for our 10:00 AM worship service. I am also mindful of the need for
many of our church members to continue worshipping with us from home. I want you to know
there are no judgments or feelings around those personal choices. Please stay connected and
continue to make wise choices for yourself and your family. I am counting on our Connection
Leadership to keep in touch with members and look for ways to foster fellowship, discipleship,
and strong community online. I am especially thankful for our “online giving” platform that has
been such a blessing!
We will do our best to answer your questions and concerns through weekly video updates
and with a very detailed FAQ (frequently asked questions) page posted on our church website.
You can remain updated from week to week about “what’s next” and monitor any changes and
additions to the church schedule. We will post protocols on how to “stay safe” at church. Again,
we would never intentionally put anyone at risk, so we are doing our diligence to create as safe
an environment as possible for every church member.
Again, I have never been more proud to be your pastor. You are an amazing church
family and I am deeply grateful for your trust. I also trust you during these days of regathering to
be respectful of others and to be very sensitive to members who are in different places related to
their health concerns. Let us never allow any contention or division to arise among our church
family – especially after having pulled together so strongly over the past 3 months.
Please know that you are deeply loved and that every step of this plan to reopen our
facilities is being covered in prayer. Our Task Force will continue to monitor the situation and
we reserve the right to slow our activities at any point if the health of our church is at risk. On a
personal note, thank you for your prayers. This has been an unbelievably difficult season, but
God has guided and sustained us. I am so thankful for our staff team and amazing church leaders.
I love you.
Blessings,
Danny Sinquefield

